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CONFIDENTIAL WARSAW 6515 

EO 11652GDS 
TAGS: PINT PL UR 

SUB J : ANTI-GIEREK GRAFFITI IN WARSAW 

1 . AN EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE REPORTED JULY 31 THAT 
THE WALL OF A WARSAW BUILDING DIRECTLY OPPOSITE THE 

MILITIA HEADQUARTERS AND PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE WAS DAUBED WITH THE 
SLOGAN "GIEREK, STOP SELLING POLAND TO RUSSIA*" 

THE SLOGAN, HE SAID, REMAINED IN PLACE FOR ABOUT A DAY AND A 
HALF BEFORE SOMEONE IN AUTHORITY APPARENTLY TOOK NOTICE. THE, 
ACCORDING TO THE LOCAL, THE STREET IN FRONT OF THE MILITIA 
BUILDING WAS CLOSED OFF COMPLETELY, AND BUSES AND 
STREETCARS STOPPED OR REROUTED, WHILE THE OFFENDING 
SLOGAN WAS REMOVED. THE EMBASSY LOCAL ADDED THAT 
HE HAD SEEN "TEN OR A DOZEN" SIMILAR GRAFFITI AROUND 
WARSAW IN RECENT DAYS. 

2. COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, NO AMERICAN 
MEMBER OF THE EMBASSY HAS SPOTTED SUCH GRAFITTI 
AROUND TOWN. HOWEVER, THE "SELLOUT TO THE SOVIETS" 

THEME, SOMETIMES TIED TO GIEREK PERSONALLY, SOMETIMES 
NOT, HAS BECOME A NOTICEABLY MORE PROMINENT ELEMENT 
IN PUBLIC GRUMBLING OF LATE. THERE ALSO WAS AN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 WARSAW 06515 010806Z 

INTRIGUING PIECE OF GOSSIP THAT THE JUNE RESIGNATION 
OF KATOWICE VOIVODA STANISLAW KIERMASZEK. REPORTED 
IN THE PRESS TO HAVE BEEN FOR HEALTH REASONS, ACTUALLY 
STEMMED FROM A SPEECH BY KIERMASZEK AT A PARTY MEETING 
IN WHICH HE ASSAILED GIEREK FOR UNDULY KNUCKLING UNDER TO 
THE SOVIETS. 
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3. IF THE IMPRESSION OF GIEREK AS MERELY A SOVIET 
TOOL SPREADS SIGNIFICANTLY, IT WOULD OF COURSE TEND 
FURTHER TO REDUCE THE FIRST PARTY SECRETARY'S STATURE WITH 
THE POLISH PUBLIC. IT MIGHT, HOWEVER, PARADOXICALLY 
BOLSTER HIS SUPPORT FROM THE SOVIETS, WHO PRESUMABLY 
WOULD BE EXTRA-RELUCTANT TO ABANDON A LEADER IDENTIFIED 
AS "ONE OF THEIRS" TO THE ATTACKS OF THOSE CONDEMINING 
HIM ON THOSE VERY GROUNDS. END COMMENT. 

SCHAUFELE 
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